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Hello everyone,
nice to meet you.
My name is Aira. |
majored in
psychology at
university, and
after graduating, |
developed a deep
interest in working with children. Seeing their
smiles always made me wonder, “What can | do
to make them smile even more?” That question
eventually led me to pursue a career as a
teacher. Six years ago, | first came to Japan as
a volunteer. During that time, | began teaching
English, and about a year later, | officially
started my professional career in the same
field. Every time | hear the children laugh, see
their smiling faces, or hear them say “I did it!”, |
feel a strong sense of joy and fulfillment in my
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work. As a teacher, the most rewarding
moments are when | see the children smile
after accomplishing something. Whether it's
saying their first English phrase, singing an
English song, or offering help to someone on
their own—it may seem like a small event, but
to them, it's a big step forward. And being
there to witness those moments is the greatest
joy for me. I've seen shy children begin to
speak English joyfully through games, and
eventually talk about their favorite things in
English. Every time | see this transformation,
I’'m reminded of the importance of time,
encouragement, and building trust. Watching
children grow in confidence and express
themselves in a new language is always moving,
no matter how many times | see it. Being a part
of their little world is truly special to me.
Meeting new children and thinking about how

growth

ILUSTRE, AIRA

to nurture each of their unique personalities is
also something | treasure. As a teacher, being
able to witness their development—not only
academically, but also emotionally and
socially—is a great privilege and joy. Outside
the classroom, | enjoy spending time in cafés,
exploring Japan’s beautiful natural scenery, and
riding unique trains. I'm especially drawn to the
peaceful countryside, majestic mountains, and
the creative designs of various trains. One of
my hobbies is visiting cafés around Japan—
from minimalist, stylish spaces to hidden gems
tucked away in quiet neighborhoods, each café
has its own charm and offers a new discovery. |
hope to continue growing alongside the
children while cherishing my life here in Japan
as both a person and a teacher. Thank you very
much for reading, and | look forward to the
days ahead.
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