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The Philippines is celebrated
for its warm hospitality, vibrant
culture, and stunning
landscapes which stands as a g
testament to resilience and
adaptability. As a Filipino living
and working in Japan, | often
reflect on how our cultural identity and socio-economic
challenges shape our global presence, particularly in
fostering relationships with other nations.

As | went back home last winter holiday | was reminded
about Filipino culture. It is a rich tapestry of indigenous,
Spanish, American, and Asian influences. Traditions such
as the Sinulog, Bayanihan, Ati-Atihan, and Pahiyas
festivals showcase our love for celebration and
community. Luckily, having seen some them was a
remarkable experience which is always cherished where
ever | am. | was able to enjoy Filipino cuisine—highlighted
by dishes like adobo, sinigang, and lechon—reflects the
diversity of our heritage. I've noticed a keen curiosity
among the Japanese about Filipino culture, though their
understanding remains limited. This underscores the
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need for Filipinos abroad to act as cultural ambassadors,
sharing the beauty of our traditions and values. This
value resonates strongly, even among overseas
communities, where Filipinos come together to support
one another.

During the time at the airport, | came to such
realizations. Economically, the Philippines has made
notable strides, yet challenges persist. A significant
portion of the population still lives below the poverty line,
prompting many Filipinos to seek opportunities abroad
to support their families. The Philippines’ status as one
of Asia's largest English-speaking nations creates
opportunities for Filipinos to work abroad in teaching,
healthcare, and customer service roles. Overseas Filipino
Workers (OFWs) play a critical role in the nation's
economy, with remittances forming a substantial share
of GDP. In Japan, Filipinos are highly regarded for their
linguistic skills and cultural sensitivity. Strengthening this
connection through cultural exchanges and partnerships
could further enhance mutual understanding and
collaboration. As an English teacher in Japan, | have
witnessed the respect earned of Filipinos for their work

ethic and adaptability. However, the sacrifices we make—
being separated from loved ones and navigating foreign
cultures—serve as a poignant reminder of the struggles
behind the pursuit of a better future.

| was commuting when | noticed several improvements
on transportation services which includes the use of
electric vehicles for public transportation and the
ongoing construction of the first subway through the
joint venture of Philippines Megawide Construction and
Tokyu Construction and Tobishima Corporation of Japan.
This will alleviate the heavy traffic in Metro Manila during
the rush hours which is expected to be operational in
2029. Bridging the cultural and economic gap between
the Philippines and Japan requires deliberate efforts.
Initiatives such as cultural festivals, educational exchange
programs, and joint economic ventures could foster
deeper ties. According to the recent article in The Japan
News, “the Osaka prefectural government plans to have
all prefecture-run high schools sign sister-school abroad
to let 20 students per school study abroad for a short
period of time. Philippines is one of the countries where
these high school students will go to enhance their
English skills”. By combining Japan’s technological
expertise with Filipino ingenuity, both nations could
achieve remarkable innovations that benefit their people.
As a Filipino in Japan, | carry with me the stories,
struggles, and triumphs of my homeland. By sharing our
culture and highlighting the challenges we face, | hope to
msplre greater appreciation and understanding of the
; Philippines among my
Japanese peers. Together,
we can build a relationship
founded on mutual respect
and shared aspirations for
a brighter future.
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