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Silvestre Benigno Medelin

TEACHER’S VOICE (Talking Kids & Junior High School Eiken English Teacher)

| r ‘ Teaching Across Boarders - Fipino Bducators Elevatng Engtsh Learnng n Japan

Filipino English teachers have
been committed to providing
quality English education all
over the world. Our dedication
of teaching English is undeni- K=
ably evident in countries
aiming for globalization and
the booming English language
schools in the Philippines.
Passion and love in teaching
has been one of our greatest assets to be
chosen as English Educators. Competitive
Filipino English teachers have been deployed to
several countries to impart their skills in
teaching English. Also, students and profession-

EREMLHE - 70 NER PR TR B L)

als from Asian countries come to Philippines to
study English.

Did you know the news about the educational
engagement between English educators in the
Philippines and Tokyo Metropolitan board of
Education? English educators in the Philippines
had been chosen to provide one-on-one online
lessons to public high school students in Tokyo.
This engagement includes 191 high schools
including part time and correspondence
courses which are subsidized by Tokyo Metro-
politan government and Tokyo Metropolitan
board of education. Lessons through mobile
devices are personalized depending on
student’s English proficiency level which is

determined through assessment. Schools can
decide in which grade their students will take
the program.
Actually, public schools have ALTs from English
speaking countries to assist Japanese English
teachers in teaching English. However, the new
program has offered a more rigorous and
personalized learning experience. According to
Asahi Shimbun, the 1.3-billion-yen project is a
partnership with the private education sector
and students are collected no additional fees.
Yet, the lessons are not regularly provided.
Students at 50 chosen
schools with specialized
English curriculums have
been offered 10 to 20
sessions a year during
class hours. The other
students have the option
- to take the online classes
from their home or elsewhere. A team member
of the project emphasized the advantages of
private lessons, which were not attainable with a
single ALT in the classroom, stating one-on-one
interactions really work, even though only for a
short time.
Thus, this collaboration has mutual benefits
between Tokyo Metropolitan government and
Philippines. Not only the economic advantages,
but it is also encouraging to my fellow English
educators in the Philippines to extend beyond
borders to fill in the gap for global education.
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