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TEACHER’S VOICE Talking Kids Katrina Fujikawa

How Well Do You Know About Philippines?
TR DILR LGOI TOE T H?

The Philippines takes its name from Philip 11,
who was the king of Spain during the Spanish
colonization of the island. With a population of
over 110 million people it is the seventh most
populous country in Asia and the 12th most
populous in the world. The Philippines is
composed of more than 7,000 islands. It has
three major island groups, Luzon, the largest
island where Quezon City the capital is located,
Visayas, known for its fine beaches and idyllic
coves, and Mindanao, where exotic forest make
it an irresistible haven for nature lovers.

What language do people in the Philippines
speak? The national language is Filipino
although there are 111 dialects. English is
widely spoken and used in government, educa-

tion, print, broadcast media, and business.
Education: The Philippines follows a K to 12
Program. It covers Kindergarten and 12 years
of basic education. Kindergarten education is
for age five. Primary education starts at age six
and last six years. Junior High School starts at
age 12 and last for four years. Senior High
School starts at age 16 and last 2 years. At the
end of every school year, the student’'s cumula-
tive grades are evaluated. If the students pass
or earn at least 75%, they can move forward to
the next year level. After completing the primary
and secondary education the students graduate
and earn a diploma from the institution. Under-
graduate college instruction is typically four
years.

Religion ; Eighty percent of the Filipinos belong
to the Roman Catholic faith. Christmas is the
biggest and longest party of all. It starts as soon
as the "BER- Month,” SeptemBER, OctoBER,
NovemBER, DecemBER.

People : We Filipinos have a habit of kissing the
hands of elders, an act that means asking for
their blessings, we call it “Mano”. Filipinos are
known for their strong work ethics, and
adaptability. Whether it is in their homeland or
abroad, Filipinos exhibit unwavering dedication
to their jobs and is renowned for their ability to
adapt to different environments and challenges.
Come and enjoy the beautiful beaches in the
Philippines and feel the heartwarming generosi-
ty of the Filipinos.
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