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Camp Victory 2023 !

Talking Kids  Katrina Fujikawa

It is getting hot these days as the summer progresses and for Kaichi, this only means one thing: It is Talking Kids summer camp once again. As we do
this camp year by year, we always get new experiences, learning, fun, and excitement from the kids. This year is also is one-of-a-kind camp that kids will
always remember throughout their lives and as one of their teachers, | am so happy to share with you all the activities and events that we have done
during the camp.

Early in the morning as we picked up the kids in Kyobashi station, | already felt the excitement coming from them. You can hear them talking to one
another about the camp and what are the things they were expecting to do. The energy grew bigger as they saw the venue situated on
the mountains surrounded by beautiful nature. This year’s venue is in Sakai City here in Osaka.

Upon arrival, the kids get off the cars and started to put their bags in their respective rooms. The orientation took place after. We told
the kids the flow of the program and the things that they need to do and not do.

A delicious lunch followed. We were so happy eating together with our principal, Mr. Hideki Takagi as well as with his wife, Mrs. Nahoko
Takagi. When everyone finished their meal, we proceed with the first activity of the day - making a craft. The kids started to get busy
polishing their woods and spoons and they tried their best to make the best wooden spoon ever! You can see here how creative and
resourceful these kids were.

For dinner, we let the kids help in preparing their food and asked them to
partake in the cooking. Since we are in the mountains, the cooking is also
different as we used fire-lit wood. For me, this is also one of the good learning
that the kids saw in this camp. While cooking and waiting for the food, a
bubble play game was facilitated. The kids challenged each other and made
the biggest and longest bubble.

The night came and one of the highlights of the day was done - the bonfire.
Since it was dark, the fire that came out of the piled-up woods served as our
light for the night. Some kids said that it was the best moment of the camp
as it was their first time doing that kind of fun activity. we sang songs,
danced, and even told a lot of stories to each other while surrounding the
fire. To make it more exciting, we tried to test the braveness of the kids. Mr. Chikahisa and Mr. Silver dressed up as ghosts and scared the kids. The funny
thing was, the kids were not afraid at all and on the opposite, they were the ones who chased the teachers instead of them being chased and captured.

The time came for us to end the day and everyone went back to their rooms to prepare for their bath and sleep. Up to the end, | can still hear the kids
talking and laughing about that day"s experience and you can sense that they enjoyed it and that they were having fun.

The next day, which is also the last day, we had a morning dance exercise (Zumba Dance) before eating breakfast. Some were still sleepy
but when they start to hear the music, energy started to flow inside their bodies and they started moving and dancing. It was such a joy
watching them enjoy dancing. | can see they were also tired after doing a lot of moving so they were able to finish their breakfast well.
We then proceeded to the scheduled activities which include smashing watermelon, a semi-obstacle game, riding on a zipline, playing
with the wooden slide, badminton, etc. Due to time constraints, we were not able to do some of the activities but even though, | can tell
that the kids already had enough fun and that they were all satisfied and happy. We finished the day with the awarding of winners before
we headed back home.

Probably, some of you might be asking what is the essence or importance of B

this camp. | would say that it is of great importance and big significance in the | W
overall growth and development of these kids that they were able to attend  y me i =

this kind of camp. Not only that they need to speak English all day because Ew{.ﬂw{
this is an English camp, but seeing the kids explore and challenge themselves -

on those two days made them realize the potentials that they can do if they 3 i ;1
only allow themselves to be encouraged and pushed. Sometimes, all we need )
is this kind of activity for us to discover new things about ourselves and this is what made this camp a successful one. All the kids were able to learn new
things about themselves and they were also able to realize deeply the usage and importance of the English language.

When you are at a camp, you are encouraged to try and do new things which | believed boosted the confidence of the kids. Some might refuse at first
but eventually when they see their friends doing it, then they try to challenge themselves and do it as well. Also, the spirit of teamwork and camaraderie
were established and the kids learned how to depend not only on their strength and knowledge but also to seek help and support from others.

All the kids were also able to display their leadership skills especially when trying to help their friends and directing each one in their teams. They also
learned to respect not only their teachers but their fellow friends as well, especially when acknowledging all participant’s weaknesses and strengths. On
the other hand, as a teacher, my respect and gratitude for the kids grew bigger as well. | was able to see how they reacted, learned, and handled properly
every situation in the camp and these made me conclude that this is one of the best and most successful camps ever. In the end, not only did they enjoy
this camp but this will serve as one of the best memories that they can cherish for the rest of their life. As their teacher, | am happy that | was able to be
a part of their wonderful experience.

Like this year, | hope many kids will be encouraged again to join the camp next year. Hand in hand, let us make this world a better place not only by
teaching the English language but also by developing every child’s character through this amazing kind of camp.
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